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TEACHERS’ NOTES

Welcome to Happy Birthday Northern Ireland!
This book and the accompanying Unit Plans have been written to provide pupils 
with an understanding and appreciation of Northern Ireland as it celebrates its 
100th birthday in 2021. 

Aimed at pupils in Primaries 3 and 4, the book can be used, either as a stand-
alone resource or as a stimulus for a series of lessons about Northern Ireland. 

The story is about twins Nora and Daniel who go on a birthday party road trip 
with their mum to find some things that they will need for Northern Ireland’s 
birthday party. But, they have no place to hold the birthday party!  Can they 
solve this problem?

Suggestions for using this book: 
•  Explore the front cover asking pupils a range of open and closed questions as you do so. 
• Take pupils on a story walk through the pictures in the book and talk about what they see. 
• Now commence reading the book which you may choose to read in stages or all at once. If you read 

the book in stages, it is recommended that you pause after reading about each location in the story.  
• If you wish to use the book as a stimulus for a series of lessons, Unit Plans have been designed to 

help you to do so with resources provided. 
• Please remember to teach key vocabulary as you read the story and encourage pupils to reflect on 

their own experiences. 
• ENJOY!
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CONTENTS

Guidance for Using the Unit Plans Page 1

This explains how you can use the book. 

Unit Plans Pages 3 - 20

These six Unit Plans develop themes within the text and provide the teacher with a wide range of suggested 
activities and resources which can be used to suit each classroom setting. Links to the Northern Ireland 
Curriculum have also been provided.

Additional Teacher Information Pages 21 - 28

Here you can find out more about each place in Northern Ireland that is mentioned in the story as well as a 
wide range of supporting resources for classroom use. 
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Unit 1: Where I Live!

Suggested Learning Intentions: 
Pupils will: 
•  understand more about where they live; 
•  understand more about place names and places in Northern Ireland; and,
•  use a range of methods to record and represent information.

Suggested Follow up Activities
1. Guess the Place: Pupils working in pairs choose a place or landmark from their local area and 

describe it using the 5 Big Ws as prompts. Who might go there? What does it look like? Where is 
it located?  When was it built? How would you get there?  They read their clues out to another pair 
who have to guess the name of the place or landmark. 

2. Explore more place names in Northern Ireland and how places got their names, for example the 
meaning of the prefix ‘Bally’ or ‘Rath.’ (See resources.) Pupils may want to create their own silly place 
name for a village and design a welcome sign for the village. 

3. Do pupils know their address? In this activity pupils should create a series of ever increasing circles 
with their address and house in the smallest one, then their village or town, then their county and 
finally their country. Do pupils live in the town or country? 

4. Alphabetical Order: You may carry out this reading activity by asking pupils to order names of places 
to the first letter. You may wish to use place names local to your school. 

5. Give pupils a selection of photographs of local places or places in Northern Ireland.  Pupils will 
create a mind map of words to describe what they see. (See resources.)

6. Recount Writing: Pupils may write a short story about a place in Northern Ireland that they have 
enjoyed visiting. They should be encouraged to use WOW words in their writing.   

7. Pupils may design a tourist poster about their own town or village. They may do this using an App 
such as PicCollage EDU Collage Maker. However, please ensure you have uploaded images of 
Northern Ireland to your devices. 

8. Show pupils the work of artist James Kelly.  https://www.jskelly.co.uk/ .  Pupils should try to create 
their own vintage style poster of a landmark in their local area. They may wish to create a collage 
using brightly coloured paper cut out in the shapes of for example, houses or trees.

Key Vocabulary: 
map 
country
county
town
village
city

Introduction:
Nora and Daniel go on a road trip around Northern Ireland to plan a party to 
celebrate Northern Ireland’s 100th birthday. 
1. Show pupils a map of Northern Ireland. 
2. Can they find where their town or village is?  Can they find their school? 
3. Introduce pupils to the names of other towns, villages or townlands they 

may not have heard of. You should write these names on the Interactive 
Whiteboard and allow pupils to have a go saying them.  For example,  
Donaghadee, Portglenone, Aghadowey, Drumbegger, Gillygooly etc.

Where 
I Live!
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Resources:

Pupil Resource 

Plenary
During your plenary you should recap on the learning with pupils. Can pupils write a tweet to sum up 
one new thing they have learned? This should include the how of learning and not just the what. 

•  1.1 A Map of Northern Ireland 

UNIT PLANS 

BOOK 2 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY NI
UNIT PLANS 
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Teacher Resources: 
My address: This activity can be adapted to suit a Northern Ireland context. 
https://rockitmama.com/where-do-i-live-kid-activity-introducing-geography-and-teaching-kids-their-address/

Places in Northern Ireland 
https://www.planetware.com/pictures/northern-ireland-ni.htm

CCEA Thematic Unit, My Place and Yours
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Resource/My%20Place%20%26amp%3B%20Yours.pdf

Settlements in Northern Ireland: Town or Country 
https://ccea.org.uk/learning-resources/census/key-stage-1

Town Mouse or Country Mouse 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b03ybs21/five-fables-1-the-two-mice

This is Where I Live: song for pupils to learn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3crdfjFfxjI

Place Names Name That Place: In this short story book, Adam and his class are discovering how 
places got their names. His mum and dad share lots of surprising and interesting stories about the 
town and country that they heard when they were children. This short story explores place names 
in Northern Ireland. 
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Resource/Name%20That%20Place%21.pdf

Discover the Origin of Place Names: 
http://www.placenamesni.org/

Language and 
Literacy

The WAU
Geography 
History 
Science and 
Technology

The Arts
Art and Design
Drama
Music

Using ICT

Curricular Links 

•  Take turns at talking and listening in the ‘Guess the Place’ activity.
•  Recognise and talk about place names. 
•  Talk with their teacher about how place names are written down.
•  Use a range of vocabulary to describe places they see. 
•  Express their own thoughts and feelings in a piece of recount writing.

Geography 
Pupils should be enabled to explore: 
•  me in the world; and,
•  features of their locality and how places compare. 

Art
•  explore the art of James Kelly, talk about it and create their own interpretation; 

and,
•  experiment with blocking colours using paint or cut out paper designs. 
Music
• sing a variety of simple songs, for example, ‘Where I Live.’

Express
•  Create information presented as a poster using an App such as PicCollage EDU 

Collage Maker.

UNIT PLANS 

BOOK 2 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY NI
UNIT PLANS 
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Unit 2: Let’s Take a Road Trip!
Suggested Learning Intentions: 
Pupils will:
• develop their knowledge and understanding of key features and places

in Northern Ireland;
• explore the contribution of Ireland and Northern Ireland to the First and Second World Wars;
• understand and use simple positional and directional language; and,
• present information in different ways.  

Suggested Follow up Activities
1. Make junk models of some of the key features of each place visited and put them on a floor map of 

Northern Ireland. For example, the Harland and Wolff cranes, The Peace Bridge, the Ulster Tower, a 
fishing boat etc.

2. Use this 3D map to recreate a journey to places in the story. You may use a Beebot to do so if pupils 
are familiar with this, otherwise use simple instructions as in the introduction. You may also use a toy 
car and, pupils working in pairs, can give instructions to each other. 

3. Pupils may create a sound story of places in the story using a range of percussion and other 
classroom items. For example, the waves crashing at the Giant’s Causeway, the wind on the Peace 
Bridge, seagulls and boats at the harbour in Portavogie, the crunching of apples, space music for the 
Planetarium and horses hooves to represent the Conestoga wagons being pulled along.

4. Pupils working in groups should find information about each county in Northern Ireland using 
sources given by the teacher. They should create a simple Fact File about each county and record 
these in an outline of the county so they can all be displayed on a class noticeboard.

5. Pupils working in groups should explore stories of soldiers from within their families who fought 
either in World War 1 or World War 2. You may wish to contact the Somme Museum for an artefacts 
box to help with this. 

6. Explore with pupils some famous tourist spots in Northern Ireland such as the Titanic Museum, The 
Dark Hedges, Dunluce Castle or the Fermanagh Lakes etc.  Pupils can design a tourist poster for one 
of these well-known tourist destinations. 

7. Pupils should create a simple news report from a place in the story, retelling what happened to Nora 
and Daniel at that place. They may use Green Screen to do this.

Key Vocabulary: 
county
Fermanagh
Antrim
Tyrone
Londonderry
Armagh
Down
lough/mountain

Introduction:
Nora and Daniel go on a road trip around Northern Ireland to plan a party to 
celebrate Northern Ireland’s 100th birthday. They stop in each county and get a 
particular item for the party as well as a party gift which represents each county.
1. Show pupils a map of Northern Ireland with the counties clearly shown and the 

towns/cities marked. Can they name and find the places from the story? 
2. Recap on the features of each county and the gifts given, including why they 

represent that county or place, for example a medal at the Somme Museum. 
3. Play a game with pupils giving them simple directions of right and left, forward 

and backwards to go from place to place. This could be set up outside or in the 
school hall with places in the story set up as stations. Pupils could then give 
each other directions to move from A to B. You could introduce the four compass 
points and practise using these in the same way. 

Let’s 
take a 

road trip!
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Resources:

Pupil Resource 
•  2.1 Map of Northern Ireland showing the 6 counties

FERMANAGH

TYRONE

LONDONDERRY

ANTRIM

DOWN
ARMAGH

LOUGH
NEAGH

UNIT PLANS 

BOOK 2 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY NI
UNIT PLANS 

Plenary
During your plenary you should recap on the learning with pupils including what they know now that 
they didn’t before. Can pupils tell you one thing they were successful at and why? 
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•  2.2 Nora and Daniel’s Road Trip Map

UNIT PLANS 

BOOK 2 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY NI
UNIT PLANS 

Resources:

Pupil Resource 

Portavogie

Giant’s Causeway 

Londonderry

Enniskillen

Armagh 

Omagh

Belfast

Bangor
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Teacher Resources: 
10 Amazing Places in Northern Ireland
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFrbBHi6MPY

CCEA Shape and Space Resource Left and Right 
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Resource/Journeys.pdf

Artefacts Box from the Somme Museum, available on request. 

BBC Bitesize: World War 1 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mxsbk/resources/1

About the Belfast Blitz World War 2 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?term=belfast%20blitz
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Language and 
Literacy

Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

The Arts
Art and Design
Drama
Music

Using ICT 

The WAU
Geography 
History 
Science and 
Technology

Curricular Links 

•  Take turns at talking and listening in the ‘Guess the Place’ activity.
•  Discuss with pupils how they will make their junk art and speak audibly 

and clearly about it. 
•  Present their ideas for their junk art activity to their peers.
•  Listen to and respond to instructions when giving directions. 
• Begin to locate texts for specific purposes, for example when making a Fact File. 
• Write for a variety of purposes and audiences, for example, a news report.

Position, Movement and Direction 
Pupils should be enabled to:
•  use prepositions to state position; 
•  know the four points of the compass; and,
•  use programmable devices to explore movement and direction.

Art
•  Choose a medium to produce an image for their tourist poster.
Drama
•  Take on the role of a news reporter and present a report from their chosen place.
Music
•  Investigate and experiment with ways of making sounds to represent scenes 

from the story.

Explore 
•  Pupils should be able to solve problems using a digital tool such as Beebot or 

Green Screen.
Evaluate 
•  Pupils should be able to review what they do and improve it.

Geography
Pupils will explore: 
•  aspects of their immediate world including where they live and places in 

Northern Ireland. 
Science and Technology 
•  Design and make simple models using the text as a stimulus. 
History 
Pupils will explore: 
•  people from the past in the local and wider community who served in the First 

and/or Second World War; and,
•  stories of soldiers from the past and the contribution made by Ireland and 

Northern Ireland to the First and Second World Wars.

UNIT PLANS 
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UNIT PLANS 
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Unit 3: A Giant’s Story

Suggested Learning Intentions: 
Pupils will: 
• understand the meaning of a myth or legend;
• become familiar with the story of Finn McCool;
• make a junk art Giant; and 
• find out more about the Giant’s Causeway.  

Suggested Follow up Activities
1.  Pupils work in groups to create a large visual drawing labelled with the characteristics of their own 

fictional giant using descriptive language. Pupils should then show the class the picture of their 
giant, describing its characteristics. 

2.  Pupils watch the Giant’s Causeway PowerPoint https://www.twinkl.co.uk/
  Is this story fact or fiction? Now give each pupil a coloured piece of paper A4/A3 size and a pre-cut 

template of a hexagon depending on the size of the display the teacher plans. Each child will draw 
around the hexagon, cut out the shape and write some facts they have learned about the Giant’s 
Causeway. (Differentiate this activity according to ability.) 

3.  Pupils should view the work of American artist https://JosieLewis.com before they assemble their 
hexagonal art display. Pupils may wish to colour their hexagon using pastels to make a colourful 
collage. 

4.  Using the work of artist Josie Lewis, especially the hexagonal piece, ask pupils to create their 
own hexagon. Pinterest has inspiration for designs https://www.pinterest.com.au/alisonklein1/
hexagons/ or pupils may be inspired by hexagons in nature. Then create a hexagonal art 
tessellation. 

5.  Using junk materials, pupils in groups, will build their own giant. 
6.  Using the Green Screen, pupils can create a news item either about ‘Finn McCool’ (Fiction) or ‘The 

Formation of the Giant’s Causeway’ (Fact). 
7.  Pupils, working in groups can make an animated version of the story of Finn McCool using for 

example, Lego figures, plasticine or cut out shapes. 

Key Vocabulary: 
giant
causeway
hexagon
myth
legend 
Finn McCool
fact
fiction

Introduction:
Read the section in the book about Nora and Daniel arriving at the Giant’s 
Causeway. Recap on the story with pupils. 
1. Now complete a KWL with pupils on Finn McCool and The Giant’s 

Causeway after putting up a visual of the Giant’s Causeway on the 
Interactive Whiteboard. 

2. Ask pupils for their definition of fact/fiction and what is meant by myth/
legend. Do they understand the difference? 

3. Pupils should watch the PowerPoint of ‘The Legend of Finn McCool’ 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/

A 
Giant’s 
Story                        

UNIT PLANS 
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Suggested Follow up Activities
8.  Explore with pupils where hexagons occur in nature, for example honeycomb, snowflakes, insect 

eyes, tortoise shell, bubbles etc. Can pupils find out more about these? 
9.  Explore tessellations, which shapes work best? You may wish to use Tessellation Creator with 

pupils. (Link this with why hexagons are used in nature.) 
10.  Explore the strength of 3D shapes. Pupils may use paper folded appropriately to make simple 3D 

shapes such as cylinders, triangles and hexagons. They can do a fair test to test how much each 
structure can weight bear. 

Plenary
Review with pupils the KWL board with pupils. What did they learn? What would they like to find out 
more about? 

Teacher Resources: 
Finn McCool and the Giant’s Causeway follow up resources
www.Twinkl.co.uk

Animation of the Finn McCool story
https://vimeo.com/45569144

Giant’s Causeway: Facts for Kids 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Giant%27s_Causeway

Creative Shape Collage Artist
https://www.josielewis.com/

Testing the Strength of Shapes
https://curiodyssey.org/activities/science-experiments-for-kids/how-to-test-the-strength-of-shapes/

Hexagons in Nature 
https://www.countrylife.co.uk/nature/hexagon-abounds-in-the-natural-world-153183

Nature’s Hexagons 
https://smarthappymagazine.liquidblox.com/Winter+@+The+Smart+Happy+Project+Magazine_copy/4/
Gallery+of+hexagons+in+nature

Tessellation Creator 
https://www.nctm.org/Classroom-Resources/Illuminations/Interactives/Tessellation-Creator/

Bubble Creations
https://www.scienceworld.ca/resource/bubble-sculptures/

Hexagonal designs
https://www.pinterest.com.au/alisonklein1/hexagons/

What Shape is Strongest?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4js-HOccPo

UNIT PLANS 
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Language and 
Literacy

Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

The Arts
Art and Design
Drama
Music

Using ICT 

The WAU
Geography 
History 
Science and 
Technology

Curricular Links 

•  Listen to and respond to the animation of Finn McCool.
•  Listen to, interpret and retell a part of the story of Finn McCool.
•  Begin to use evidence from the text to support what is a fact and what is fiction. 
•  Begin to understand how texts are structured for a specific purpose such as a 

factual or fictional text.
•  Write for a variety of purposes and audiences, for example a news report from 

the Giant’s Causeway.
•  Pupils will talk about and plan what to write. 
•  Use a variety of spelling strategies to spell describing words about their giant. 

Shape and Space 
Pupils will: 
•  make pictures and patterns using 2D shapes;
•  name and describe 2D shapes; and,
•  explore simple tessellations through practical activities.

Art
• use individual thoughts and ideas to create their own hexagonal art;
• view examples of hexagonal art work and talk about it, giving their reaction;
• react to what they have seen as a stimulus and use it as a starting point for their 

own interpretation of hexagonal art;
• explore examples of the hexagon within the natural and manmade world, 

looking at colour, tessellations and pattern; and, 
• use modelling and construction techniques to design their own giant using a 

range of materials.

Explore 
• Use an app such as Tessellation Creator to explore tessellations.
• Use Green Screen to create a news report from the Giant’s Causeway. 
• Create, develop and publish a simple animation using a range of digital media. 
Evaluate 
• Talk about, review and make improvement to work using digital tools. 
Exhibit 
• Showcase their learning across the curriculum.

Science and Technology 
• Design and make simple models to test the strength of shapes. 

UNIT PLANS 

BOOK 2 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY NI
UNIT PLANS 
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Unit 4: Looking Back, Moving Forward

Suggested Learning Intentions: 
Pupils will: 
• explore and understand how people, places and occupations have 

changed over time;
• explore stories of people recalling the past; and,
• think about what they want for the future.

Suggested Follow up Activities
1. Pupils should make their own timeline, recording on it now, their own DoB, the DoB of a parent and a 

grandparent. This information could be requested as a homework. 
2. Create another timeline using Resource 4.1. discuss with their teacher some key events that 

happened in Northern Ireland and place them on the timeline in the appropriate place. You may wish 
to extend this activity to include years from and to or questions such as ‘How many years ago….?’ 
(You may wish to discuss 1914, the start of the first World War, 1921 when Northern Ireland was born, 
1939 the start of the Second World War, 1968 the commencement of the Troubles.)

3. Watch this video of King George V arriving in Belfast to open the Parliament. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=47_GpsLdzmo What is different from today?
Can pupils make a list of noises they might hear if they were in the crowd? (The film is silent.) 

4. Jobs in the past. Explore the CCEA lesson ‘It’s Hard Work’ and discuss with pupils how people’s jobs 
have changed over time. You may want to focus on the fact that Northern Ireland is now well known 
for its digital and film industries. 

5. 100 years from now. What year will that be? Use the timeline again to show pupils what this will look 
like. What sort of world do they want to live in, in 100 years? 

6. In twenty years from now I will ….. Pupils should write an aspirational piece about where they will be 
and what they will be doing.

7. Create a class interview of questions they would like to ask an old person about growing up in 
Northern Ireland. What was the impact of the First World War on Northern Ireland and its people?

8. People in Northern Ireland now come from many different countries. The main language spoken here 
is English but people also speak Irish, Mandarin, Polish etc. You may have pupils in your class from 
different countries. Explain to pupils that this is possible because people can use aeroplanes to travel 
to a new country to live. You might want to teach pupils hello and welcome in different languages.

Key Vocabulary: 
timeline
past
present
future
change
evidence

Introduction:
This unit enables pupils to explore the passing of time and introduces them 
to appropriate vocabulary. It also looks at how Northern Ireland was born, the 
people who live here and how it might look in the future. In the text it says that 
‘a country that is 100 isn’t that old’. 
1. Ask pupils what is meant by old. They may describe old people, old things, in 

the olden days etc. 
2. Now ask pupils how old they are. Put a timeline on the Interactive Whiteboard 

and mark on it now, when the pupils were born, when your school was built and 
the year their grandparents were born. Explain to pupils the meaning of DoB.  

3. Explore the timeline further adding when Northern Ireland was born. Use the 
terms before, after, in the past, now, in the future.

Looking 
Back 

Moving 
Forward

UNIT PLANS 
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Plenary
During your plenary you should ask pupils to name one thing they found a bit challenging today and 
what helped them to improve. 

Resources:

Pupil Resources:

• 4.1 Timeline

UNIT PLANS 
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Teacher Resources: 
King George V opens Parliament
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47_GpsLdzmo

Occupations from the Past and Lesson 4: It’s Hard Work 
https://ccea.org.uk/learning-resources/census/key-stage-1

Some Northern Ireland Centenarians talk about growing up In NI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000nz2m/true-north-series-13-1-the-first-generation
You may select an extract of this for pupils to watch.

Language and 
Literacy

The WAU
Geography 
History 
Science and 
Technology

Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

The Arts
Art and Design
Drama
Music

Curricular Links 

•  Listen and respond to media texts. 
•  Interpret a visual text. 
•  Express their thoughts and imaginings when writing about themselves 

20 years from now.
•  Talk about and plan questions for an interview.
•  Recount a story about Captain Sir Tom Moore.

History
Pupils will explore: 
•  people, places, occupations and events in the past; 
•  differences between then and now; and,
•  memories of older people talking about their past in Northern Ireland including 

the impact of the First and Second World Wars.

Number
Pupils should
•  be able to count forwards and backwards within 100. 
Measure
•  order events in time. 

Art
•  react to an image of Captain Sir Tom Moore and use it to create their own 

representation using chosen media.
Music
•  investigate ways of making sounds which match the King George V video.

UNIT PLANS 
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Unit 5: Investigating 100

Suggested Learning Intentions: 
Pupils will: 
• investigate the number 100; 
• explore 100 in the context of Northern Ireland, people and places; and,
• use a range of methods for presenting 100.  

Suggested Follow up Activities
1. Write a short story about a place in Northern Ireland using only 100 words. Pupils may be encouraged 

to focus on a local landmark or where they live. 
2.  Create a class 100 Museum by making a collection of 100 different things to show what the lives of 

pupils look like now. This should include things which are important in the lives of your pupils. 
3.  Make a collection of 100 things such as popcorn pieces, stones, Unifix cubes, lollipop sticks, 

Cheerios etc. Carry out a range of estimation activities with pupils. Can pupils create sets of ten? 
Can they partition? 

4.  CENT comes from the Latin meaning one hundred. Explore with pupils other words beginning with 
cent such as century, centimetre, centurion, centipede, centennial, centigrade, percentage, centaur. 

5.  Explore different ways of making £1, for example, 2x50p, 5x20p etc.
6.  https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/people/oldest-woman-northern-ireland-and-all-ireland-maud-

nicholl-randalstown-dies-remarkable-age-110-939040 . Go back to your timeline and mark when 
this remarkable lady was born. Northern Ireland was part of Ireland when she was a girl. The oldest 
person in the world lived to be 122 years. You should also talk to pupils about the contribution of the 
elderly to our community including how they can support them. Using an aging app, you may wish 
pupils to take portraits of themselves to show what they will look like when 100. Alternatively, pupils 
can create a cameo picture of themselves as 100-year-olds. Make a large 100 display, placing pupil 
photographs within the numerals 100. 

7.  Can pupils do 100 jumps, squats, claps etc.? How long did this take? 
8.  100 years ago cameo style brooches were popular. Show pupils an example of this. Can they make a 

cameo style brooch using a silhouette type method? 
9.  Create a collage of 100 people, places, food, inventions, events that are from Northern Ireland. You 

may wish for pupils to investigate one of these and write a simple report.

Key Vocabulary: 
hundred
100
Cent

Introduction:
Nora and Daniel go on a road trip around Northern Ireland to plan a party to
celebrate Northern Ireland’s 100th birthday.
The children start to consider what a 100th birthday means and why it is so 
special.
1.  Ask the children do they know how to write the number 100.
2. Do the children know where the number 100 is found on a number square?
3. Do the pupils know anyone who is 100?
 Use this to introduce Captain Sir Tom who was 100 and explore what he did
 during the Covid 19 lockdown.

Investigating 
100

UNIT PLANS 
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Plenary
During your plenary you should recap on the learning with pupils. Can the pupils tell you the different 
facts they have learned about the number 100?

Resources:

Teacher Resources: 
Celebrating the Life of Captain Sir Tom Moore 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/55904084

Looking at 100 things
https://greentopschool.co.uk/wednesdays-maths-challenge/

Exploring 100 
https://proudtobeprimary.com/numbers-to-100/

Top Marks
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

Examples of art showing 100 year old me 
https://finallyinfirst.blogspot.com/2013/01/this-zombie-is-alive.html

When I’m 100 years old 
https://apexelementaryart.blogspot.com/2013/02/when-im-100-years-old.html

Northern Ireland’s Oldest Woman 
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/hip-op-at-106-northern-irelands-oldest-woman-
undergoes-surgery-after-fall-40236833.html

110 year old lady from Northern Ireland Passes Away
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/people/oldest-woman-northern-ireland-and-all-ireland-maud-nicholl-
randalstown-dies-remarkable-age-110-939040

UNIT PLANS 

BOOK 2 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY NI
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Language and 
Literacy

The WAU
Geography 
History 
Science and 
Technology

PD and MU

Using ICT

Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

The Arts
Art and Design
Drama
Music

Curricular Links 

• Listen to and respond to stories of, for example Captain Sir Tom Moore, or other 
older people. 

• Present thoughts on what should be on display in their class museum.
• Begin to locate information for specific purposes such as when they are creating 

a 100 collage of people, places, events etc.
• Participate in independent writing including composing on screen.

History
Pupils will: 
• explore how the world has changed over time when putting together 100 items 

for a class museum; and,
• explore the life of a famous person or a building when putting together a collage 

of 100 to represent Northern Ireland.

Mutual Understanding in the Local and Wider Community 
• Understand the contribution that Captain Sir Tom Moore made to the United 

Kingdom and for the NHS.
• Know and appreciate the contribution the elderly make to our community and 

understand how they can be supported.

Express 
• Use an app chosen by the teacher to create themselves when 100 years old.
Exhibit
• Showcase their work.

Number
Pupils will: 
• count, read and write and order whole numbers within 100;
• estimate number within 100;
• explore patterns within 100;
• develop strategies for adding and subtracting two digit numbers within 100; 

and,
• recognise coins and use them to make up 100p.

Art and Design
• Bring to mind experiences of the visual world such as what old people look like.
• Use their own thoughts and ideas to create themselves as an older person. 
• Create a silhouette of themselves using chosen media and decide how to 

display it. 

UNIT PLANS 
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Suggested Follow up Activities
1. Pupils will look at different types of lists and how the structure of a list is different from writing full 

sentences. They will make their own list of 10 things they like about living in Northern Ireland using 
bullet points. 

2. Bring a range of celebration cards into the classroom and look at them with pupils. Discuss their 
features such as colour, use of illustrations and words used. Show pupils a picture of a birthday card 
made over 100 years ago. What differences do they notice? Ask pupils to write a series of questions 
they would like to ask about this card. 

3. Pupils could design and make a birthday card for Northern Ireland using a range of media, including 
digital tools. 

4. Pupils look at different birthday party invitations and design one for Northern Ireland’s birthday party.
5. In the story, the children received a chocolate cake for the birthday party. Chocolate cake is the most 

searched for cake recipe online. Which types of cakes do your pupils like? Do they have a favourite? 
You may create a shared tally chart of favourite cakes and represent these on a bar chart.  (See 
resources for Bar Chart creator.) 

6. Make a simple cake and write simple instructions about how to make it. (Be aware of any class 
allergies). In play, pupils could create their own three-tiered cake, each level different. 

7. Party games! You may wish to teach pupils some old-fashioned games such as Hopscotch, What’s the 
Time Mr Wolf? or some skipping games. Explain to pupils that most children did not have parties 100 
years ago. 

8. Discuss with pupils what type of things go into a party bag. Pupils are given either £5 or £10 to 
purchase party bag gifts from the class shop. They should practise adding them together and 
working out the change. 

Key Vocabulary: 
invitation 
celebration 
planning 

Introduction:
Nora and Daniel go on a road trip around Northern Ireland to plan a party to 
celebrate Northern Ireland’s 100th birthday. They travel around Northern Ireland, 
getting help from different people in each county.  Along the way they receive 
gifts and things for the party. Recap on the gifts they received and also the items 
for the party. 
1. Discuss with pupils some of the places where they have had their birthday 

parties. Have they had a favourite?  How did they go about planning their party, 
did they make a list? You may also discuss other cultural celebrations. 

2. Develop a shared list of things the children think are needed for a birthday 
party. Do you also need a budget for a party? Explore this. 

Unit 6: Let’s Have a Party! 

Suggested Learning Intentions: 
Pupils will: 
• develop their knowledge of things which can be bought and used for parties;
• understand how to write a list; and, 
• work with others to plan and have their own class party.

Let’s have 
a party!
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Suggested Follow up Activities
9. Plan your own class party. This could either be a modern-day party or with 1920s theme. Pupils can 

design bunting, cake or bun toppers, play games typical of that time and decide which sandwiches 
they will make. You may also wish to play some 1920s music. 

10. Pupils may learn how to say ‘Happy Birthday’ in other languages depending on the cultural mix within 
your classroom.

Plenary
In a birthday cake shaped clip art, ask pupils to write down 3 words which sum up what they have 
learnt as part of this unit. 

Teacher Resources: 
Ideas for types of lists
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/

Top 50 cakes 
https://www.taste.com.au/baking/articles/top-50-cakes/4zag3onm

Old Fashioned Games for Kids 
https://childhood101.com/good-old-fashioned-outdoor-games-for-kids/

Hit songs from the Roaring 20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeOQjyuPCms

Bar Chart Creator: CCEA Resource 
https://ccea.org.uk/learning-resources/census

Cards in the Past 
Google ‘The History of Sending Cards’
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Language and 
Literacy

The WAU
Geography 
History 
Science and 
Technology

Using ICT

Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

The Arts
Art and Design
Drama
Music

Curricular Links 

• Tell their own birthday party stories based on personal experience.
• Devise and ask questions about the birthday card from World War 1. 
• Present ideas about their bar chart with some structure and sequence. 
• Write a list for a specific purpose. 
• Write simple instructions and organise to suit the genre and audience.

History
• Pupils should observe change over time in the context of birthday cards and 

party/playground games. 

Express 
• Create birthday cards using digital tools.
Exhibit
• Talk about, review and make improvements to their work. 

Handling Data
Pupils will: 
• Collect data about birthday cakes, record it using a tally chary and 

represent using a bar chart. 
• Extract Information about birthday cake preferences. 

Art and Design
• Design a birthday card, an invitation, bunting and cake toppers giving a 

personal response to what they have seen.
• Use construction material to design a three-tier birthday cake. 
Music
• Listen to 1920’s music and talk about the sounds in relation to loud/quiet, 

high/low, fast/short etc.
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Portavogie, 
County Down 

Resources 

Nora and Daniel are going to see a fisherman in Portavogie so where do pupils 
think Portavogie might be located? 
Now refer to the map of Northern Ireland to show pupils the location of this 
fishing village (the second largest in Northern Ireland) as well as the county it is in. 
Portavogie is well known for its prawns, ask pupils if they have ever eaten scampi. 
Do pupils know the names of any other fish. 
You may want to find out about other fishing ports in Northern Ireland such as 
Ardglass or Kilkeel. 
When visiting a fishing port, pupils might see fishermen fixing their nets. Why do 
they have to do this? What other things might you see in a fishing port? 
Portavogie has a beautiful harbour.
You might wish to ask pupils what the purpose of a harbour is. 
Which harbours have the pupils visited?  You will want to ensure that pupils 
understand the idea that harbours were built to protect boats from the sea. In 
Northern Ireland, Donaghadee is an iconic harbour with a lighthouse. The harbour 
was built 200 years ago and the harbour wall shelters the boats.

Seafood is the Way Forward: This short video shows the work of a fisherman from 
the sea to the market to the plate. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWXIS2RklRRfQ-bHFeT6rFw
More short films about the Seafood Industry in Northern Ireland
https://www.seafish.org/about-us/working-locally-in-the-uk/working-with-the-
seafood-industry-in-northern-ireland/celebrating-the-northern-ireland-seafood-
industry-in-film-fishers-farmers-our-coastal-communities/
Portavogie
https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/explore/towns-and-villages/portavogie

To support you with teaching the Units in this resource, the following 
additional teacher information and resources have been collated. 

Find out 
more about the places in the story!

ADDITIONAL TEACHER 
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The Giant’s 
Causeway, 
County Antrim 

Resources

Pupils should be encouraged to find the Giant’s Causeway on the map as well as 
name the county in which it is located. 
Some pupils may have visited the Giant’s Causeway; if so they should be 
encouraged to share their experience. You should have some images of the Giant’s 
Causeway to show to pupils. (See resources.)
People from all over the world come to visit this UNESCO World Heritage site 
located in County Antrim. Made up of 40,000 interlocking columns of basalt which 
are generally hexagonal in shape, this site in Northern Ireland was voted as the 4th 
greatest natural wonder in the UK. When visiting the Giant’s Causeway you will 
hear languages spoken from all around the world as the site now has an amazing 
Visitor’s Centre which blends into the landscape.
Some of the basaltic structures of the Giant’s Causeway which will interest pupils 
are the Organ and Giant’s Boot, the Chimney Stacks and the Camel’s Hump. When 
the stones weather to form circular structures, they are known as Giant’s Eyes. 
Of course, pupils will be intrigued by the legend of Finn McCool and his clever 
wife. This provides a good opportunity to introduce myths and legends to pupils.

Things to do and see at the Giant’s Causeway
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/giants-causeway
About the Giant’s Causeway 
https://www.causewaycoast.holiday/locations/the-giants-causeway
Giant’s Causeway: Facts for Kids 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Giant%27s_Causeway
The Irish Myth of the Giant’s Causeway
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQbyVYUob1o

ADDITIONAL TEACHER 
INFORMATION
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Londonderry, 
County
Londonderry 

Resources

Can pupils find Londonderry on the map as well as the county it is in? 
Some people call the city Derry, others say Derry/Londonderry. 
Londonderry is a city surrounded by walls built by the Honourable the Irish Society  
between 1613 and 1619. Coleraine was also built by the Honourable the Irish 
Society and today The Irish Society’s Primary School is located in Coleraine. 
Why does a city have walls? Explain to pupils that the walls were built in the 
past to defend a city from attacks and to keep the people inside safe. This was 
apparent during what became known as the Seige of Derry (1688 -1689) when 13 
apprentices took the keys and locked the city gates against those loyal to King 
James 11. Derry City is the only remaining walled city in the whole of Ireland and 
its walls have never been breached, hence the name ‘Maiden City’.
Pupils may have visited Edinburgh for example where they might have seen walls 
around the castle and the cannons on the walls.  
The Peace Bridge 
Check that pupils understand what a bridge is and its purpose. 
Show pupils pictures of this S-shaped foot bridge. Why is it called Peace? Explain 
that it joins two parts of the city together so it connects people and places 
together.
Cannon 
What is a cannon? 
Why do you think there are cannons on the walls?
One of the largest cannons is called ‘Roaring Meg’. It is one of 24 original cannons 
on the walls, so named because it was said to have had a loud voice. You may wish 
to ask pupils how they think that it got this name.

This site shows pupils some photographs of the city walls. 
https://discovernorthernireland.com/things-to-do/17th-century-city-walls-p685431
Siege of Derry Timeline for teachers  
https://www.thesiegemuseum.org/siege-timeline
Images of the Peace Bridge 
https://www.wilkinsoneyre.com/projects/the-peace-bridge
Cannons on the Walls of Londonderry City 
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-cannons-on-derrys-walls-34326705.html  

ADDITIONAL TEACHER 
INFORMATION
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Enniskillen, 
County Fermanagh

Resources

Enniskillen 
Can pupils find Enniskillen on the map? You should point out to pupils that 
Enniskillen is in the West of Northern Ireland. Pupils may also notice the areas of 
water around Enniskillen. Introduce the word ‘lake’ and explain how it differs from 
the sea. Fermanagh is often referred to as the Lakelands.  
Perhaps some pupils will have visited Enniskillen, point out that it is in County 
Fermanagh and is known for its loughs.  One of the loughs is called Lough Erne. 
The Castle in Enniskillen is 600 years old and was built by the Maguires 
Island
Devenish is an island. Ensure pupils understand the meaning of island. 
How do you think the children and their Mum travelled to the island? Explain to 
pupils that they live on an island. Have they ever visited any other islands? 
Vikings
Who were the Vikings? How did they get to County Fermanagh? 
The monks who used to live on Devenish Island would have stayed in a tower like 
Devenish Tower to protect themselves from the Vikings.
Belleek
You may wish to show pupils where Belleek is on the map. If you have a piece 
of Belleek pottery bring it into the classroom. Otherwise, show pupils some 
photographs of this delicate pottery. 

About Devenish Island 
https://www.fermanaghlakelands.com/Devenish-Island-Monastic-Site-
Enniskillen-P2899
Additional Information about Viking Raids in Ireland 
https://www.wesleyjohnston.com/users/ireland/past/pre_norman_history/
vikings.html
Belleek Baskets 
https://www.belleek.com/en/Handmade-Baskets/c-135.aspx

ADDITIONAL TEACHER 
INFORMATION
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Armagh,
County Armagh 

Resources

Can pupils find Armagh on the map? Explain to pupils that it is in the County of 
Armagh, the smallest county in Northern Ireland. It is known as the Cathedral City 
because there are two cathedrals built here.
The Ulster Poet John Hewitt in writing about Armagh said; 
‘You say Armagh, and I see the hill 
With the two tall spires or the square low tower; 
The faith of Patrick is with us all: 
His blessings falls in a moonlit hour.’
Armagh is also known for its apple industry, mainly the Bramley apple.  A large 
apple believed to date from about 1000 BC was found in excavations at Navan 
Fort near Armagh. Legend has it that St Patrick himself planted an apple tree at 
Ceangoba, an ancient settlement outside Armagh City. It is therefore fitting that 
Nora and Daniel received an apple as a gift reminding them of not just the apples 
but the planets also. 
Pupils are introduced to the word planetarium in the text. You should discuss the 
purpose of a planetarium and if the pupils have any experience of visiting one. 
Inside the planetarium there is a Digital Dome where you can have a virtual space 
tour.  You will want to ensure pupils understand what this means. 

Information for Teachers about County Armagh 
https://discovernorthernireland.com/destinations/county-armagh
Loughgall and the History of the Apple 
https://visitarmagh.com/stories/play-in-our-orchards-and-savour-world-leading-
artisan-ciders/loughgall-apples/
Why Armagh for the Bramley Apple? 
https://visitarmagh.com/stories/play-in-our-orchards-and-savour-world-leading-
artisan-ciders/why-armagh-for-the-bramley-apple/
The Planet Facts for Kids 
https://nineplanets.org/kids/
Armagh Planetarium 
https://www.armagh.space/
Go to Kid’s Corner 
The European Space Agency
https://www.esa.int/kids/en/home
The European Space Agency 
http://www.esa.int/kids/en/Multimedia/Videos/Paxi_on_the_ISS/
Sleeping_in_space

ADDITIONAL TEACHER 
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Omagh, 
County Tyrone 

Resources

Ask pupils if they can locate Omagh on the map. Do they know which county 
it is in. 
It is situated where the rivers Drumragh and Camowen meet to form the River 
Strule. When Nora and Daniel visit Omagh, they go to the Ulster American Folk 
Park. Here they hear about people who left Ireland to start a new life in America. 
This introduces the word emigration to pupils. Why do pupils think people left 
Ireland to go to start a new life in America? 
Ensure that pupils understand that people leave their country to go and live in 
another one for different reasons such as a better job, to get away from war or 
even famine. 
The Ulster American Folk Park tells the story of emigrants who left Ireland to 
go to America in the 18th and 19th centuries. One of these people was Thomas 
Mellon and his parents who paid about £4 to travel to America with approximately 
200 others, on a ship called the Brig Union. The Mellon story is one of success 
as Thomas became a judge and then used his money to invest in real estate, 
eventually setting up the bank T. Mellon and Sons, now worth a reported 
$1.6 trillion.
You may wish to show pupils a map of the world so they can see where Ireland and 
America are. How do they think people travelled to America back then? You may 
want to show pupils pictures of the boats used, the original home that the Mellons 
lived in, the Conestoga Wagon and a replica of the Mellon house in America. 
Discussion should also focus on the conditions of travellers and the harshness 
of life. Pupils may also have seen modern day images of refugees travelling to 
another country by boat or images of refugee camps. Discussion about this will 
enable you to connect the past with the present.

Things to see at the Ulster American Folk Park
https://www.nmni.com/our-museums/Ulster-American-Folk-Park/Things-to-see/
Things-to-see.aspx
The Conestoga Wagon 
https://www.nmni.com/our-museums/ulster-american-folk-park/Things-to-see/
Conestoga-Wagon.aspx
Save the Children: Refugees
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/what-we-do/emergency-response/refugee-
children-crisis/what-is-refugee
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Belfast 
Capital of 
Northern Ireland

Resources

Can pupils find Belfast on the map? 
Explain to pupils that Belfast is the capital of Northern Ireland and it’s a city. You 
will need to explain what a capital city is. In the past Belfast was the centre of 
linen production in the world and was known as Linenopolis. 
Harland and Wolff had the largest shipyard in the world when it built the RMS 
Titanic during 1911-1912. Show pupils a picture of the Harland and Wolff cranes. 
What do these cranes do? 
What other things might you see in Belfast? e.g. Titanic Centre, W5, lots of shops, 
Belfast Harbour, murals on walls, tall buildings, lots of house etc.
Nowadays Belfast is better known as a destination for filming and also for 
the Digital Industry. It has been listed as the top UK city for tech lovers whilst 
nowadays it hosts large companies such as Citi and FinTrU. 
Parliament Buildings commonly known as Stormont is located just outside 
Belfast. It was opened by Edward, Prince of Wales (later King Edward V111) on 
16 November 1932. 
Prior to that, Parliament was held at Belfast City Hall and also the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland’s Assembly College. When Northern Ireland was formed, the 
state opening of its first parliament was carried out by King George V on 22 June 
1921. (See resources.)

Information for teachers only 
https://visitbelfast.com/article/14-facts-you-didnt-know-about-belfast/
State Opening of NI Parliament 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=47_GpsLdzmo
Harland and Wolff
https://www.harland-wolff.com/
About the Titanic 
http://test.nmni.com/Home/Learning/Life-for-the-Shipyard-workers.html
Children’s Animations Made in NI
https://www.northernirelandscreen.co.uk/made-in-northern-ireland-
production-catalogue/animation/
Information for Teachers: Belfast’s History 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Belfast
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The Somme 
Museum 

Resources

The Somme Association built and owns the Somme Heritage Centre, between 
Newtownards and Bangor in Co. Down. 
It is an institution for the study and interpretation of Ireland’s contribution to the 
First World War, with particular reference to the Battle of the Somme.
The Museum opened in 1994. Built with the help of grants to commemorate the 
involvement of the 36th (Ulster) Division, 16th (Irish) Division and 10th (Irish) 
Division, it provides exhibitions, displays and information.
Parties of school children as well as ordinary members of the public and their 
families visit it regularly and learn of the sacrifices made by others in the past for 
the freedom they enjoy today. Since 2000 the Museum has expanded into the 
Second World War and other modern international conflicts. 
The Museum has an extensive collection of material from the Great War period 
and, in the last number of years, has amassed a growing collection of World War 
Two artefacts including a large oral history archive.
The Museum has a loan service for schools wishing to study either the First or 
Second World War with their pupils. Should you wish to avail of this service please 
contact the Somme Museum.

The Somme Association
http://www.sommeassociation.com/about
World War 1 Class Clips BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mxsbk/resources/1
World War 2 BBC Bitesize  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/search?q=world+war+2&page=1
Teacher Resource: First World War Blog 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/publications/first-world-war-journal
World War 1 George Hackney Photo Pack 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/ni2-h-3-world-war-1-northern-ireland-george-
hackney-photo-pack
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