




About this Book

This book was produced by the Somme Museum in conjunction with 
the NI100 Committee, to celebrate the 100th birthday of Northern 

Ireland. The main character granny (actually a great granny), is 100 
years old. She uses her memory box to tell her great grandchildren 
Nora and Daniel, what life was like as a girl, one hundred years ago. 

Aimed at pupils in Primaries 1 and 2, this book may be used as a 
stand-alone story or as a stimulus for topic work about life then and 

now. Through this book we hope that you can celebrate not just 
Granny’s birthday but also the place we call home.  

Guidance for using this book and Teachers’ Notes are available at 
www.sommeassociation.com under heading Education.
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Nora and Daniel lived in the  
country of Northern Ireland.  
They were six year old twins. 

In a few weeks it was going to  
be their birthday. Nora and  
Daniel were very excited as  
they loved birthday parties.

One night they were watching  
the news on the television  
and the newsreader said it  
was going to be Northern  

Ireland’s 100th birthday in 2021.





Nora and Daniel were very  
excited. They  asked their mum,  
‘May we have a birthday party  

for Northern Ireland too?’ 

Their mum said,  
‘Yes, that’s a great idea.’

Daniel wondered if 100 was old.  
He asked his mum and she said that  
a person who is 100 is very old. But a  

country that is 100 isn’t that old.

  Nora wondered what they would need  
to have a party for Northern Ireland.

Mum said that she knew some  
people who would help them get  

ALL they needed for the party.  
But first they would need to make a list.

Is 100 
Old?





The two children got some  
paper and a pencil and  

started writing their list. 

Can you read their list? 

What does it say?



Party List

• Present
s 

• Balloons 

• Birthday Cake 

• Candles 

• Birthday Card 

• Treats
•
•
•
•



The next day Nora, Daniel and  
their mum got into their car. 

‘Let’s go on a birthday party  
hunt around Northern Ireland  
and collect everything we need  

to have a special party,’ Mum said. 

‘Are you ready?’  
The children both cheered.  

‘Where first?’ asked Nora. 

‘We’re off to see William,  
a fisherman in Portavogie,’  

said Mum.

Mum started the car engine  
and off they drove.





Portavogie, in County Down,  
is a little fishing village with  

a beautiful harbour. Mum  
stopped the car at the harbour  

and they all jumped out.

The children saw all the  
lovely fishing boats safe in the  

harbour and the fishermen  
checking and fixing their nets.

Mum said, ‘Hello William,’  
and then explained that they  

were on a birthday party hunt. 

William said that he thought  
the most important thing for  
a party was balloons. He told  
them they could buy some in  

the village shop.





As they were about to  
leave, William gave them a  

little model fishing boat and said,

‘You can’t have a birthday  
party without  taking a present.’ 

‘Thank you,’ said the children  
and off they skipped with  
their balloons and boat.

‘Where next?’  
asked Daniel. 

‘Well,’ said Mum, ‘we’d  
better go to see Erin at the  

Giant’s Causeway in  
County Antrim.’ 

Nora ticked off balloons  
and present from their list  
and off they set to drive to  

the Giant’s Causeway.





The Giant’s Causeway is a very  
special place where the stones are  

shaped like a twenty pence coin. Legend  
says it was supposed to have been built  

by an Irish giant called Finn McCool.

Erin, who worked there, told them  
a bit more about the special stones  
and reminded them that they would  

need candles for their birthday party.  
They could find these in the gift shop.

As they were leaving, Erin gave them  
a little model of the special stones. 

‘You always need to take a present  
to a birthday party,’ said Erin.

‘Thank you,’ said the children.  
‘Now we’ve got two presents, hurray!’

‘Where next?’  asked Daniel. 

Mum said that they were off to  
Londonderry to see her friend Conor. 

The children ticked off candles from their list 
and then put another big tick beside present.





Soon they arrived at the famous  
walls of Londonderry. The city of  

Londonderry is surrounded by walls  
and is in County Londonderry. The River  
Foyle runs through the city. The children  
and their mum met Conor on the windy  
‘Peace Bridge’ which crosses the river  

and joins both parts of the city.

‘I wonder what Conor is going to give  
us for the party?’ thought Nora.

Conor told them that every good  
birthday party needed a birthday cake.

He sent them into the city to buy a  
special chocolate cake. Before they  

left he gave them a model cannon like  
the cannons on the famous walls  

as a present for the party. 

‘Where next?’ asked Nora.

‘To see my friend Sara in Enniskillen’  
said Mum and off they drove again.



Daniel ticked off birthday cake  
from their list and then put another  

big tick beside present. 

‘How many presents do we  
have now?’ asked Nora.

‘Threeeeee’ shouted Daniel.  

Enniskillen



Enniskillen is a town in  
County Fermanagh. It has  

an amazing Castle and beautiful  
Lough Erne is nearby. 

The children were excited to see the  
castle and then to see the Lough.  

Mum told them they were going to  
meet Sara on Devenish Island.

‘This is a very old island,’ said Sara.  
‘Long ago monks lived here.  

When the Vikings came to Ireland,  
they attacked the monks.’

Sara told the children they needed  
to have a birthday card to take  

to the party. She directed them to  
a shop in the centre of Enniskillen.





Before they left, she gave them  
a lovely Belleek pottery mug  

as a gift for the party.

‘Thank you,’  
said the children.

‘Where next?’  
asked Nora.

Mum said, ‘Now we are going  
to see my friend Rory in Armagh.’ 

Daniel ticked off birthday card  
from their list and then put  

another big tick beside present. 

‘How many presents do  
we have now?’ asked Nora. 

‘Four,’ shouted Daniel.



BIRTHDAY  
Cards

Armagh



Mum drove to the famous Planetarium  
in Armagh to meet Rory.  

Armagh is a city in County Armagh  
and the Planetarium there has an  

amazing Digital Dome where you can  
sit back and watch exciting journeys  

through outer space. The children  
saw so many stars and all the planets.

The children loved the show.





Rory told them that they should  
have some treats for a party  
and so he sent them to his  

favourite sweet shop in Armagh.

After they chose some sweets,  
Rory gave them a big red rosy apple  
as a gift for the party and explained  

that Armagh was also famous  
for its apples.

‘Thank you,’ said the children. 

‘Where next?’ they asked. 

‘Oh, we’re off to see my friend Thomas  
in Omagh’, said Mum. ‘Let’s go!’ 

Daniel ticked off sweets from their  
list and then put another big  

tick beside present.

‘How many presents do we  
have now?’ asked Nora. 

‘Five,’ shouted Daniel.



Omagh



Omagh is the biggest town  
in County Tyrone.

The children met Thomas at the famous  
Ulster American Folk Park in Omagh.  

The park tells the story of many  
brave people who sailed from Ireland  

to start new lives in America  
hundreds of years ago.

The children really enjoyed seeing  
all the old houses, especially the  

wagons the people used in America.  
They were just like the ones in  

the cowboy films on TV.

Before they left the Museum, Thomas  
told the children that they would  
need invitations to invite people  

to the party. He told them that they  
should go to the gift shop in  

Omagh and choose some.





Thomas handed them a little  
toy wagon to take as a gift  

for the party.

‘Thank you,’ said the children. 

‘Where next?’ they asked. 

‘Oh, we’re off to see my friend Kerry in  
Belfast’, said Mum. ‘Let’s go!’ 

Mum told them there were only two  
stops left on their birthday hunt. 

Daniel ticked off invitations  
from their list and then put  

another big tick beside present.

‘How many presents do  
we have now?’ asked Nora.

‘Six,’ shouted Daniel.



Belfast



Mum drove all the way to Belfast.  
Belfast is the capital city of  

Northern Ireland and this is where  
our Government Buildings are.  

Our government is called the Assembly.

Mum told the children that her  
friend Kerry worked at the famous  

Harland and Wolff Shipyard.

When they arrived at the shipyard  
the children saw the massive  
yellow cranes. The cranes are  

called Samson and Goliath after  
the two strong men in the Bible.

Kerry told the children that it  
was important to have a place to  

hold the party.





This gave the children  
something to think about. 

‘Mmm,’ Daniel thought, ‘I wonder  
where we will have our party?’

 Before they left, Kerry gave  
them a key ring shaped like the  

cranes in the shipyard as a  
present for the party.

‘Thank you,’ said the children.

‘Where next?’ they asked. 

‘We are off to see Carol in Bangor,’  
said Mum.



Bangor



Carol is the Director of the Somme  
Museum and she has something  

very important to tell you. 

‘That’s exciting’, said Daniel,  
‘let’s go!’ 

‘How many presents do  
we have now?’ asked Nora. 

‘Seven,’ shouted Daniel.





At the Somme Museum the  
children jumped out of the car. 

Carol was there to say hello.  
She told the children that  

it’s very important to remember  
the brave people from Northern  

Ireland who fought in World  
War 1 and World War 2. She also  
told them that their great granda  

was a soldier in World War 2. 

Carol showed the children  
their great granda’s medals  
and then gave Nora a little  

medal as a gift for the party.  
She also gave Nora a cake topper  
which said, ‘Happy Birthday NI’.

‘Thank you,’ said Nora.  
‘The medal is a very special gift.’





‘Now it’s time for us to go home  
and plan our party,’ said Mum. 

‘How many presents do we  
have altogether?’ said Nora. 

‘Eight,’ shouted Daniel. 

Mum drove everyone back home.  
They were all exhausted after  

such a loooong journey!





Nora and Daniel set all the  
presents out on the kitchen table  

and beside them put 

• the balloons,

• the candles, 

• the birthday cake, 

• the birthday card,

• the sweets,

• the invitations,

• the cake topper.

However, Nora and Daniel still had  
no idea where they would have  

the birthday party. 

‘There are too many people in  
Northern Ireland to all come to the  

one place,’ they thought.





Then Nora had an idea.  

‘Why don’t we send out invitations  
to everyone so that they can have  

their own party, no matter where they  
live in Northern Ireland?’

‘That’s a brilliant idea,’ said Daniel.  
‘We can ask our teacher in school to  

have a party and then we can give all  
our presents to our school.’

 ‘Maybe our teacher could make a  
display in the corridor with our  
presents so that everyone can  

see them,’ replied Nora. 

‘Those are great ideas,’  
said Mum. 

‘I like how you’ve solved a problem.’





So, no matter where you live in  
Northern Ireland, you can organise  

your own party with your family  
and friends and say…….

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY  
to our beautiful little country  

of Northern Ireland. 
Oh, and don’t forget, you will  

need 100 candles on your birthday cake!





Happy  
100th Birthday 

Northern  
Ireland!!


