




About this Book

This book was produced by the Somme Museum in conjunction with 
the NI100 Committee, to celebrate the 100th birthday of Northern 

Ireland. The main character granny (actually a great granny), is 100 
years old. She uses her memory box to tell her great grandchildren 
Nora and Daniel, what life was like as a girl, one hundred years ago. 

Aimed at pupils in Primaries 1 and 2, this book may be used as a 
stand-alone story or as a stimulus for topic work about life then and 

now. Through this book we hope that you can celebrate not just 
Granny’s birthday but also the place we call home.  

Guidance for using this book and Teachers’ Notes are available at 
www.sommeassociation.com under heading Education.
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It was Granny’s birthday.

Nora and Daniel had  
come to see her.

Granny was happy  
to see them.





It was a VERY  
special birthday.

Granny was 100 years old.

She showed them her  
card from the Queen. 





‘A card from the Queen?’  
asked Daniel. 

‘I didn’t know that the  
Queen sent birthday cards!’





‘Yes Daniel, she does send  
birthday cards to people  
that are 100 years old.’

‘That means you are  
special Granny,’ said Daniel.





‘What was it like when you were  
a girl Granny?’ asked Nora.



‘Was it just like today?’  
asked Daniel.



Granny showed them a box. 

‘What is that?’  
the children asked.

‘It is where I keep my  
special things from when  
I was a girl,’ said Granny.

‘I call it my Memory Box.’





Granny opened the box.

She took out a small board  
and a piece of chalk.

‘Back then I didn’t use a  
computer or even some  

pencils and paper to do my  
schoolwork,’ said Granny. 

‘I used a blackboard  
and some chalk.’





‘What’s next?’  
asked the children.

Granny took a spinning top  
and some string out of  

the Memory Box.

‘In the past this was  
my favourite toy.’ 

‘There were no iPads then,’  
said Granny.





‘What’s next?’  
asked the children.

Granny took out a box  
which said LUDO on it.

‘This was my favourite game.  
There were no computer games  

back then,’ said Granny. 

‘Will you teach us to play  
that game one day?’ said Nora. 

‘Of course,’ said Granny  
with a smile.





‘What’s next?’  
asked the children.

Granny took out a small coin. 

‘This is about the same as 3 pence.’

‘This was my pocket money,’  
said Granny.





‘What’s next?’ asked the children.

Granny took out a lump of coal. 

‘Coal?’ said Nora.

‘Why do you have coal in there  
Granny? Sure it’s all dirty.’



‘I took coal for the  
classroom fire.

Back then we had  
a stove in our  

classroom.

It kept us warm,’  
explained Granny.



Nora and Daniel loved seeing  
Granny’s Memory Box.

‘Things back then were very  
different,’ said Nora.

  ‘I like the things I have now,’  
said Daniel.

Granny just smiled.





‘Happy birthday Granny,’  
said the children.

Granny blew out the candles.



It was hard work to blow  
out ALL the candles. 



But……



the cake was yummy! 



Granny is celebrating her  
one hundredth birthday. 

Her great grandchildren  
Nora and Daniel have come  

to visit her. They want to  
celebrate her special  

birthday too. 

Granny uses her memory  
box to tell the children  
what life was like when  

she was a little girl. 

Granny was born in  
1921, the same year as  

Northern Ireland was born.
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